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Once again we took some time out of the busy January office to attend the
Autosport International Show with our 2019 car “Lily”. Regarded throughout the
motorsport industry as a prestigious event, valuable through its abundance of
connections and partnerships. The event is held at the NEC, Birmingham over 4
days from 9-12 January 2020, with Thursday and Friday exclusively hosting the
trade events. With Autosport celebrating their 70th-year milestone, 2020 year
was definitely one to remember.

Oxford Brookes Racing (OBR) attended both Trade Days, promoting ECM; the
School of Engineering, Mathematics and Computing at Oxford Brookes
University. With the majority of our team studying within this faculty under an
umbrella of courses including BSc/BEng/MEng Motorsport Engineering,
BSc/BEng/MEng Mechanical Engineering, and BEng/MEng Automotive
Engineering, It was a fantastic opportunity to reach out to potential students as
well as industry to promote the degree courses available which run alongside the
OBR team. Internationally recognised events like this form key dates in our
calendar that facilitate the promotion of the University, degree courses and the
team.

With the Oxford Brookes Stand in a prime position, we were able to connect
with a number of potential students from around the country. Our varied team
members from the ECM faculty were able to discuss the intricacy of the
different courses and the concomitant nature of a degree and the race team.
“Lily” was available with some of the new #OBR20 parts also on display to be
discussed and explored by visitors.

Our 2019 car, “Lily”.
Not only did it attract younger STEM students but also the Formula Student
teams from Hertfordshire, Coventry and Manchester Metropolitan. The diverse
engagement between industry leaders, such as Porsche GB, Bosch Motorsport
and TE Connectivity, and students is crucial as the next generation of engineers
seek guidance and employment opportunities in order to achieve a future in the
top-tier of motorsport and engineering.
As our Class 1 Suspension Lead, Shau Mafuna, highlighted, there are a multitude
of personal benefits to be had when attending such a highly regarded event
including the opportunity to ‘network with sponsors and seek potential
employment opportunities.’

Oxford Brookes Racing sent two teams to the event. On Thursday, Rebekah
Potter (UK), Syed Rezwan (Sri Lanka), Shau Mafuna (Belgium/South Africa) and
Christian Steensgaard Damm (Denmark) followed by Joe Jones (UK), Andrew
Rohling (UK), Raquel Esteban (Spain) and Thomas Weiss (USA) on the Friday.
Syed Rezwan, our Class 2 Lead:
“The most valuable part is the face to face interactions with sponsors and other
companies, and discussing our vision and how we can help each other. We had
a large number of college students visit us, asking about the course
programmes, the car and Formula Student (FS) and it was great to be able to
share our personal experiences with them and demonstrate the importance of
FS.”
The international diversity of the team stimulated equally diverse conversations
around motorsport, Formula Student and career prospects. It was also an
opportunity to see our ongoing partners, Bosch Motorsport and Docking
Engineering as well as Racecar Engineering who was just around the corner
from our team. Charlie Eastwood, newly appointed Aston Martin Factory Driver,
spoke with Rebekah highlighting the importance of high-performance engineers
within his racing career and the motorsport industry, and how the IMechE
Formula Student competition is beneficial in developing engineers with the skill
set to work in a competitive team.

Rebekah Potter, our PR and Communications Manager for the 2020 season
noted how valuable the interactions throughout the day with a variety of
sectors are;
“A highlight of an event such as this has to be the interactions I have had with
prominent figures who lead their sector of the industry. Our first day at this
year’s event has superseded all expectations; I’ve gone from interacting with
drivers at the pinnacle of the sport to potential sponsors and prospective
students, all in the space of an hour. It is undeniably valuable to meet face to
face on an equal platform and allows us to discuss our ongoing partnerships
with a number of high-performance industry companies, and facilitates the
formation of new relationships for both this season and those of future seasons
to come.”
The Autosport International Show is
also an event that is appreciated by
the extended Oxford Brookes team
and we would like to extend our
gratitude to both Autosport and the
NEC, Birmingham for hosting us for
another year. The scope of the
event is unprecedented with the
diversity of the engineering minds on
clear display; from students to
industry leaders, Autosport creates
a playing field which facilitates and
stimulates valuable conversation. It’s
definitely made us excited for the
season to come and the next event!
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