
  
 
Goodbye 2020, Hello 2021 - Newsletter 2 (Jan 21) 
 
Dear Partners, 
 
We come into 2021 with quite an intense year being wrapped up, filled with 
extraordinary experiences and very challenging situations. But above all, we come into 
this new year with a strong feeling of hope.  
 
2020 marked a turning point in mankind, we all faced challenges like we’ve never 
experienced before. These challenges shaped the way all carried on with our lives, 
which for everyone turned out to be in a very different way. 2020 also made us realise 
how important unity is, unity which we embrace going forward into 2021. 
 
Oxford Brookes Racing’s mission statement states that we strive to develop versatile 
graduates - and during these very challenging times it is versatility which has been put 
in to practice with each one of our members. Our team has taken adversity as a 
motivator of success, and each individual who has taken part in this OBR21 project has 
embraced our mission to unite as a team in order to contribute to each other’s 
development and to take part of this ever-growing multi-year legacy. 
 
We want to thank you, our partners and supporters for your continued support in this 
project. We embark on this journey in the new year to carry on with the build and 
development of our electric race car. We will continue to adapt and overcome the 
challenges the global pandemic might present, we will carry on putting our members’ 
well-being first, and we will take adversity as an opportunity to make this success a 
memorable one.  
 
We wish you all the best in this new year, 2021.  
 
Thank you and stay safe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alejandro Garcia 
Team Leader - OBR21 
 
 

 



  
 
 
 
A testing year - our 2020 in review:  
 
In a year consumed by doom and gloom, Formula Student teams, much like the 
entirety of the motorsport industry, were suddenly caught off guard back in March 
with the initial closure of factories and all non-essential businesses. But, through the 
hard work of teams, universities and Imeche, Formula Student 2020 would continue - 
just not in the way we were expecting.  
 
A return to virtual competition yielded great success for an OBR team working from 
home. On the virtual Silverstone tarmac, our Autonomous team turned in a highlight 
performance, scooping 5 out of the possible 7 awards, continuing a trend of rapid 
growth and development for a team that is still only three years old. In addition to 
winning the DDT Class in its entirety, OBR Autonomous took first place in the Virtual 
Business Plan Presentation and Virtual Autonomous Design DDT Class.  
 
The other side of the OBR workshop didn't do too badly either, managing to come 
home in P5 out of 66 participants for statics events. The team matched this result in the 
virtual dynamics event, finishing P5 out of 34 participants, including taking P1 in the 
Asseto Corsa virtual sprint. As 2021 brings hope of vaccines and a return to iconic 
courses across Europe, hopefully our success at competition will be the only positive 
results this summer. 
 
Looking ahead - OBR21 
 
As 2021 kicks off, we will be continuing to run as safely as we can whilst making 
progress. We are continuing to work from home in order to keep everybody as safe as 
possible, and playing our role in protecting those most at risk from Covid-19 whilst 
vaccinations begin to alleviate the stranglehold that the pandemic has gripped all 
aspects of our lives with.  
 
With our chassis complete, we look forward to resuming work on our future-facing, 
innovative all-electric challenger, and producing a high-quality and competitive car 
worthy of the work and dedication of team members and sponsors alike. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  
 
Shaping tomorrow’s industry: OBR Learning 
 
We are proud to announce that since its launch in September, our OBR Learning 
platform has gone from strength to strength. Already, established motorsport figures 
such as former F1 star Esteban Gutierrez and Alpine F1 executive Chris Dyer have given 
time to talk to our passionate and talented students. As we enter a new year, we’d like 
to issue an invite to all our partners to participate in an OBR Learning session, and 
meet some of the engineers your support helps develop into future industry stars.  
 
If you are interested in this opportunity, please contact Thomas Godfrey by emailing 
19067897@brookes.ac.uk. 
 
Featured Sponsor:  
 
Team members aside, 2020 was a year which saw a number of partners join us, and 
some sadly depart. We are immensely grateful for sponsors who have chosen to 
continue their relationship with the team even during these challenging times. 
 
“SHAPE has been an integral part of OBR since 2017, where they have helped us 
massively by machining our tooling blocks with incredible precision. SHAPE is one of 
the reasons why OBR consistently produces high-quality composite pieces, ranging 
from the seat to our intrinsic aerodynamics. We are happy to have them be part of 
OBR's journey to electrification.” 
- 
Charles Boileve, Head of Business Development 
 
We thank SHAPE for their first-class service, and we look forward to further success 
with SHAPE and indeed all partners this year. 
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